Name: ________________________________
Date: ________________
Period: _______

RESEARCH PAPER & ORAL PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT
WRITTEN REQUIREMENTS:
1. Cover Page
a. Title of the paper

b. Name of student

c. Name of teacher
d. Name of course
e. Date due

2. Typed Final Copy

(@ 500-750 word typed copy including proper heading and title)

3. Three Visual Aids

(Graph, chart, illustration, etc.: imbedded in the document)

4. Works Consulted
(MLA format, including all sources consulted; you must use at least 5 different Types of sources; 1 of which is an interview) http://www.oslis.org/MLACitations/secondary/index.php
______________________________________________________________
_____
5. List of Investigative Questions

_____
6.  Prewrite

(Graphic Organizer / Outline)

      _____
7. Working Rough Draft


     a. First words of each sentence circled in red


     b. Thesis statement in introduction and conclusion underlined in red


     c. Topic sentences for each body paragraph underlined in red

     d. Evidence of significant editing and proofreading

     e. Rubric filled out and signed, with comments, by proofreader
PROCESS (You must follow these steps in this order. The process is a significant part of the overall grade)
1. Choose a topic.

a.    It is important to limit your topic because it is too difficult to handle research if your topic is too broad.

b.  
Be sure to choose a subject that you are sure to find enough information about.  
2. Investigative Questions     You will hand these in before you start your research
a. 
Write down questions you would like to answer about your topic. 

b.
 Ask the investigative questions: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How? 
c. 
Submit this before you continue with your research

3. Gather Sources

a.  
Spend time in the library or online gathering sources of information.
b. 
Use your reliability rating to ensure that you are using quality source material.
c.  
YOU MUST USE AT LEAST THREE DIFFERENT TYPES OF SOURCES
4. Work Consulted
a.  
Sort through your sources and decide which you will use.

b.  
Compile a Works Consulted page from the sources you have chosen.
c. 
Make sure you have a citation entry for each visual aid you use

d.  
Use OSLIS to create your bibliography. Be sure to alphabetize before you submit. 
http://www.oslis.org/MLACitations/secondary/index.php
5. Taking Notes
a. Use your Investigative Questions to guide your notetaking
b. As you go, you may find you need to add or delete questions, depending on what information you come across
c. Make sure you correlate your notes with your sources in case you need to go back and check something
d. Whenever you directly quote information, clearly indicate that the material is quoted, using parenthetical citation format within the body of the paper
PRE-WRITE:     You will hand this in before you write your rough draft
1.  Use your investigative questions and their answers to organize your pre-write (graphic organizer / outline)
2.  Arrange your questions & notes in logical order
a. Do you have enough information for each question?

b. Should you combine or separate questions?

c. Is the information organized in a clear and logical order?
d. As you read through your questions and supporting information, you may find you need to collect more data or revise your topic. 
ROUGH DRAFT     You will hand this in before you write your final draft
1. Begin by writing your Introductory Paragraph 


a. This is a general overview of your topic.


b. You might include a quote, brief anecdote, a question, a striking fact

c. This is where you hook your reader; make it interesting (use the F A D S)
2. Write the Body Paragraphs 


a. The main ideas will be the topic sentences for each paragraph


b. Supporting sentences will supply the details 


c. Make sure each paragraph has a concluding sentence.

d. Use transitions between paragraphs
3. Write the Concluding Paragraph 


a. Do more than just summarize the main ideas of your body paragraphs.


b. Restate your thesis statement in a new way.


c. You may end with a quote, anecdote, or final fact.

d. This is the last thing your audience will read; make it strong
NOTE: YOU MAY NOT DIRECTLY QUOTE MORE THAN 10% OF THE ENTIRE PAPER
REVISIONS     You will hand in the marked-up rough draft when you submit your final paper
1. Revision One: Content


a. Does the information in each paragraph support its topic sentence?


c. Is the information clear and concise? 


d. Underline the thesis in the Introduction and the Conclusion in red pen


e. Underline each Body Paragraph topic sentence in red.

2. Revision Two: Style


a. Is the sentence and paragraph structure correct?


b. Do the sentences flow together smoothly?


c. Did you choose clear, strong nouns and verbs?


d. Are there any short sentences that would sound better combined into more complex sentences?


e. Are there any long sentences that would sound better broken into short sentences? 


f. Were you too wordy?

g. Did you give enough concrete examples?


h. Circle the first word of each sentence. 

i.  No Two Sentences Start The Same in any paragraph (NTSSTS)
3. Revision Three: Conventions (Read paper out loud…)

 
a. Is your verb tense consistent (all past tense, etc.)?


b. Does every pronoun have an antecedent (the noun it replaces)?

c. Did you use proper grammar? spelling? punctuation?

d.  Did you use formal language (no contractions; no “you”; no “I”)

e. Is there a title?


f. Is there a proper heading?

4. Revision Four: Another Set of Eyes


a. Use the given Writing Rubric 


b. Have someone else proofread, fill out the rubric, comment, and sign 


c. Make the appropriate changes

FINAL DRAFT
1. Type the final version as ONE Word Document

a. Use 12-point, plain font (as close to this font as you can get)


b. Use 1.5 spacing

c. Include a proper heading & a title on the first page after the cover page 


d. Read over the final typed version. Spell-check doesn’t catch everything!

2. Add the Visual Aids


a. Include THREE graphs, charts, illustrations, etc. to enhance your report and make it more interesting.

b. If possible, the visual aids should be in color.


c. The visual aids are to be inserted into the document in the appropriate places

d. Make sure you have a Works Consulted entry for each visual aid

3. Include the Works Consulted

a. this should be the last page of your paper


b. follow MLA format (use OSLIS)


c. alphabetize all entries by the first letter (OSLIS will do this for you)


d. make sure you include citation entries for your visual aids

